Beliefs of Jews One Century Before Jesus

1. “Israel” is the faithful remnant

a. Israel is bigger than just Jews – everyone who is faithful to God (small minority)

1. “And he [Antiochus Epiphanes] appointed inspectors over all the people and commanded the cities of Judah to offer sacrifice, city by city. Many of the people, every one who forsook the law, joined them, and they did evil in the land; they drove Israel into hiding in  every place of refuge they had.”  (1 Macc 1:51-53)

b. St. Paul confirms this in the New Testament 

1. “For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because they are his descendants…it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are reckoned as descendants.” (Rom 9:6-8)

c. NO distinction between Jews and Gentile – all are invited into the Family of God

2. The saints who die will rise again to eternal reward

a. Resurrection of the dead 

1. “I shall not escape the hands of the almighty” (2 Macc 6:26)

2. “You accursed wretch, you dismiss us from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, because we have died for his laws.” (2 Macc 7:12)

b. Resurrection of the Body
1. “He quickly put forth his tongue and courageously stretched forth his hands, and said nobly, “I got these from Heaven, and because of his laws I disdain them, and from him I hope to get them back again” (2 Macc 7:12)

c. Wicked will have no share in eternal reward

1. “One cannot but choose to die at the hands of men and to cherish the hope that God gives of being raised again by him. But for you there will be no resurrection to life” (2 Macc 7:14)

3. Martyrdom is preferable to apostasy (turning away from worship of true God)
a. eternal reward is better – nothing that happens to us on earth is worth giving up our chance at everlasting life
1. As a result the king himself and those with him were astonished at the young man’s spirit for he regarded his sufferings as nothing (2 Macc 7:12)
4. God judges his people as a father judges his children

a. Suffer because Israel needs discipline – not because God wants revenge 

1. “For we are suffering because of our own sins. And if out living Lord is angry for a little while, to rebuke and discipline us, he will again be reconciled with his own servants” (2 Macc 7:32-33)

5. It is good and wise to pray for the dead

a. Judas Maccabeus prayed for his soldiers who had died with pagan amulets – just because they were dead wasn’t the end of his prayer

1. 2 Macc 12:40-45

2. Basis of Christian doctrine of Purgatory
